[Drug interactions. Mechanisms and clinical relevance].
During the last few years 3 important drugs (terfenadine, mibefradil, cisapride) had to been withdrawn from the market because of serious drug-drug interactions. Polypragmacy, not only in advanced age, is often applied. Consequently the possibility of pharmacokinetic and/or pharmacodynamic drug interactions has always to be taken into account which can cause adverse effects, therapeutic failures, hospital admissions and extra costs. Clinically relevant interactions can be observed especially on the level of drug metabolism and transport. Both pharmacokinetic processes can be induced or inhibited by numerous agents. Taking proton pump inhibitors as an example it could be shown that the various compounds can differ in their interaction potential.